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Born in Shanghai, Law Wai Lun entered the Central Conservatory of Music in 1956,
studying piano and music theory. With his exceptional results, he took undergraduate
courses in the composition department a year earlier, while still in his final year of high
school, learning under Su Xia. In 1962, he started his undergraduate studies, under the
famous composer Du Ming Xin and graduated from the Central Conservatory of Music
in 1967. It was right in the middle of the Cultural Revolution when he graduated and he
became a full-time composer, first at the composition department in the Central Chinese
Orchestra, working on projects such as the choral piece Poems of Mao Zedong and later at
the Central Newsreel and Documentary Film Studio in Beijing with projects including
television and film music for Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai, Lu Xun and so on.

He joined the Chinese Musicians Association in 1980, and in the same year also received
award for the best young composer in Chinese film music. He moved to Hong Kong and
was later appointed a lecturer at the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts. It was
from this time that he began composing for the Chinese orchestra. Some of his notable
works include Dragon, The Legend of Madam White Snake, The Splendour of Dali, Su
Wu and Autumn Colours of Jin Xiang.

He migrated to Singapore in 1995 and continued to compose several major works such
as The Celestial Web, music for the National Day Parade 2007, Kit Chan — My Musical
Journey Concert in Huayi 2011 and The Goddess — A Silent Film Concert in Huayi 2014. His
work, Admiral of the Seven Seas, received the honorary award at the Singapore
International Competition for Chinese Orchestral Composition in 2006. His arrangement
of Beautiful Clouds Chasing the Moon and joint-composition with Lincoln Lo, The Goddess —
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A Silent Film Concert, were awarded the Golden Sail Award by the Composers and

Authors Society of Hong Kong in 2007 and 2016 respectively. He was SCO’s composer-
in-residence from 2012 to 2014 and is often appointed as a judge for various music
competitions. In 2017, Law was awarded COMPASS Artistic Excellence Award and the
Cultural Medallion, Singapore’s highest honour in arts, for his outstanding contributions
and unwavering commitment to shape the Nanyang music style. In 2018, Law was once
again appointed as SCO’s composer-in-residence.
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